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Vice-Chancellor's Message

The newly admitted students have brought a sprightly ambiance and a fresh vibrancy to the university.
The students must have come with dreams of being excellent in every sphere of their activities be it curriculum or
co-curriculum. What I understand they not only have the high dream but also the high energy level and willpower
to convert these dreams into reality. Here comes our role to mentor them and channelize their energy in right
direction. Keeping this sense of responsibility, we have designed and implemented an unique program of
“Deeksharambh” under the aegis of “Foundation Course” for newly admitted undergraduate students. This
program consists of a series of curriculum and co-curriculum activities to bring out the best of every student.

We are the first in the country among agricultural universities to design and implement this concept in
line with NEP-2020 vision documents. It is very special in the sense that it not only prepares students to bridge the
gap from school to university but also provides a platform to find out the hidden talents of the students in the
“Deeksharambh”. After careful consideration and detailed discussion with faculty members, we have designed
and started different modules of “Deeksharambh” like Yoga, Music, Painting, Poetry Writing, Communication
Skills, Sports, Health and Hygiene, Drama & Theatre, etc. These modules were executed meticulously for almost
entire month starting from 7th March 2023 to 3rd April 2023. During this period the entire program was organized
and monitored by the concerned committee members and their chairmen leading to successful implementation
and satisfaction.I personally received feedback from faculty members and students on each day during the course
and happy to share that these modules were very fruitful and fulfilling the basic aims of this course.

To me, education is not bombarding the students with academic facts and information and asking
questions to examine how much information have been transferred and assimilated by them, rather it is a
continuous process of inculcating a proper way to think positively and do good for society. Having this thought in
mind. “Deeksharambh” program was conducted and completed after a month in the form of the “Pradakshina”
the valedictory function of “Deeksharambh” wherein students took oath along with teachers to become a good
citizen of the country and do their best to make India developed by the end of 2047.1am pretty sure that these

energetic young minds in the future will bring new success in the field of agriculture.

Jai Hind!

(Dr. P.S. Pandey)

Deeksharambh-2023 : An Overview

» The newly introduced University Foundation Course (Deekshaarambh-2023), a unique concept conceived
by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Dr. P. S. Pandey, was launched on 7th March, 2023 under the gracious presence of
Deans/ Directors and Shri Swami Shivadhyanam Saraswati Ji (Bihar School of Yoga, Munger). This course is designed
for all the newly admitted students of Bachelor's Degree program of various colleges of RPCAU, Pusa. The program
aims at facilitating a smooth transition and blending of these students with the new environment from school to
college and the University education system enabling them to gel at all levels and set a healthy routine with a mix of
curricular, co-curricular, and extracurricular activities. A healthy mind and body are important for bright future hence

this program was structured with activities like Yoga, Games
and Sports, Art and Craft, Literary activities, Dance and
Music, Drama and Theatre, Soft Skills, Art of Living, etc. Just
after admissions, students were admitted into a week-long
induction session. After a week of induction, the routine
classes were introduced. Once the classes were over for the
day, the day follows with the activities as designed under the
course, for almost a month. The expected outcome of the
program was producing a physically and emotionally sound
individuals, who have a better understanding of self, society,
and nature at large, and have the ability and potential to
face and resolve the challenges of life time to time with
utmost grace and perseverance.

Dr. R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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This program was structured in such a way that creates and
facilitates warm bonding among students, healthy peer competition,
and team spirit among the freshly admitted students and also aid in
developing bonds with their teachers. The course was designed in tune
with the National Education Policy 2020 as well as the ancient text of
India, which stresses 'Vaad-Vivaad' (debate) and 'Targshastra’ (the
philosophy of dialectics, logic, and reasoning) for churning and
evolution of knowledge leading to fulfilling the concept of developed
India visualized at the Amritkal Festival of Independence.

Y (1) Yoga Activities Y

Yoga Committee organized smooth Yoga classes during the Foundation course (Diksharambh) for 1st semester undergraduate
students of batch 2022-23. It started with Yog Samvad by Shri Swami Shivadhyanam Saraswati Ji (Bihar School of Yoga, Munger) on
“Thought of Yoga”, on 07.03.2023 in Vidyapati Sabhagar, RPCAU, Pusa. Theoretical and demo lectures on Introduction and basic principles
of Yoga, Relevance of Yoga for student, Yoga in disease/physiological disorder management, Yogic techniques for cleansing the body
(Satkarm Kriya) were delivered to student of Pusa Campus and Dholi Campus in person and to the Students of PDUCHF through online
mode. Practical Yoga Sessions were held between 6:30 am to 7:30 am every morning at Pusa, Dholi and Pipara Kothi campuses by the
respective committees through the internal and external resource persons.
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Madhubani painting, flower presentation and
poster making activities were conducted by the
arts and crafts committee. Students from Pusa ,
Dholi and Piprakothi campuses actively
participated with rejuvenated enthusiasm in all
the activities organized by the committee. The
Madhubani painting workshop was conducted on
13th and 14th march, 2023 at Pusa and Dholi
campus respectively by learnt expert Mr. Kundan
Kumar Roy, Doctorate, Arts &crafts, Youth
motivator and artist, Pride of Bihar awardee. Mr. :
Kumar elaboratively introduced freshers to
different Indian paintings and gave a live
demonstration of Mahbubani painting. Students
from all campuses enjoyed and showed their
creativity through Mahbubani painting. The
flower arrangement activity was also conducted
wherein students learned and prepared different
styles of flower arrangement such as western
mass arrangement, Ikebana and abstract
arrangements from fresh flowers. The poster-
making session was organized with an open
theme to unbox the imagination of participating
students. Student showcases their innovation and
imagination through the different theme of poster
making.

I = Dr. R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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(3) Games and Sports A

The sports committee organized & -+
different sports events at all the three §
campuses namely RPCAU, Pusa, Dholi and §
Piprakothi with the aim to Identify, nurture IS
and promote players using the best possible &
resources and platform and also exploring
the talent of the newly admitted students. On
the very first day, an orientation lecture by
Mr. Roshan Singh, Athletic coach was =
delivered on rule, regulations of different
sports and sports activities of our university.
Thereafter, student's interests were assessed |
for different co-curriculum activities. Out of
277 students of Pusa and Dholi campus, 203
students have shown their interest in sports
and mentioned first choices among all
activities. Under the sports programme,
different track and field events like 100m,
200m races, High jump, long jump, shot put,
Discus and Javelin throw were conducted for
both boys and girls and players were &
identified on the basis of their performance =
and technicality. Apart from these events,
technical skills and rules related to Volleyball
and other indoor sports like badminton and
Table Tennis were also imparted to the
students of all campuses. These programmes
empower the students to develop their self-
esteem, self-awareness and self-confidence
and develop a good sportsman spirit among
themselves. Overall, the students showed
their full interest in games and sports and
students identified in these events will be
further trained in their respective games. The
Sports Due Pvt. Ltd., Samastipur has provided
the resource person for the entire track and
field events.
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The inaugural session of music event was graced by the
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, RPCAU, Pusa along with Registrar,
DSW and Nodal officer NAHEP and other dignitaries. Prof.
Lawanya Kirti Singh 'Kabya' (Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts, LNMU, |
Darbhanga), Dr. Abhay Nath Jha, Music Teacher (Table) and =~
Shree Nitesh Kumar, Vocalist and harmonium player were {
invited for the sensitization of music and songs. Prof. Lawanya
focused on natural elements of music viz, Swargam, Rhythm,
Raaga and types of Tempos (Vilambeet, Madhya and Drut).
and also emphasized on the importance of Taals as integral
part of the music. Her expertise and informative speech on
music, influenced the students and motivated them to sing
positively. Based on their willingness and initial performance,
32 students were selected for music club and different
group were formed through screening process for final
performance. The students were trained for singing and
playing harmonium under the guidance of resource persons.
The music classes were consequently held on 23rd to 25th
March, 2023 under the supervision of committee members of
music including local resource persons. The students were
trained and motivated to participate in different music events
viz. Solo and Duet song, Patriotic song, Devotional songs, Folk.

Dr. R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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(5) Drama and Theater Activities

Drama and theatre were the cornerstone of Diksharambh-2023 in the course curriculum for new batch of under graduate students,
which aims to develop students' artistic skills and creative dispositions. During one-month course eight sessions were conducted with
different dramatic events like (i) script play, (ii) nukkad natak, (iii) mime and (iv) monoact and the last day was reserved for the competition.
Three esteemed external experts Mr. Vipul Sharan (Chairman, Skills Foundation, Patna); Mr. Akshay Kumar (Assistant Professor, Millia
Teachers Training College, Purnea) and Mr. Tarun Kumar (Senior Manager, PNB, Pusa) were invited to conduct different lecture of drama
and theatre. On the basis of preliminary survey regarding students' interest in drama and theatre, a group was formed comprising students
belonging to different states and cultures enrolled in different colleges of RPCAU, Pusa, All the session taught and developed a range of
physical skills and techniques i.e. movement, body language, posture, gesture, gait, co-ordination, stillness, timing, control, facial
expression, eye contact, listening, expression of mood, spatial awareness, interaction with other performers and choral movement. The
outcome of different classes was expressed with different events as (i) vedic play, (ii) youth aajkal mime, (iii) road safety nukkad natak and
(iv) farmer's suicide monoact. The efficiency, accuracy, and expression of drama skills learned during drama and theatre activities were
amply reflected in "Astavakra-Vandim Samvad” performance organized on the concluding day of Deeksharambh “Pradakshina”.

(6) Dance Activities

The Dance committee of the Foundation Course of Under Graduate students has arranged the programme on 17th, 27th, 28th March
2023 and 1st of April 2023. On 17.03.2023, inauguration of the programme was done in the gracious presence of Dr. Mrityunjay Kumar,
Registrar; Dr. M. N. Jha, Director Education and Dr. Ranjan Layak, Director, Students Welfare at the common hall of SABR&M, RPCAU, Pusa.
A dance expert from Samastipur, Sri Murari Ji, with his three associates on Tabla (Sri Sangeet Kumar), Harmonium (Sri Rohit Kumar) and
Pakhawaj (Sri Pritam Prabhar) was invited to introduce the importance of dance forms, specially, classical (Kathak) and folk ones. The
students were taught about the origin of Kathak and its history reflecting our rich culture and heritage in Indian society and how in used to
express various emotions and story telling. The different footwork in Kathak, Teen taal, Tatkar and Thah, were taught to the students. The
students were overwhelmed and showed a high degree of interest in learning kathak, even the boys were also practicing. The students
practiced on different dance forms with the experts. They prepared Kathak based Guru Vandana, one Mithila dance (Sama Chakewa), one
Shiv Tanday, one Devi dance (Ai Giri Nandini), two Punjabi folk dances for presentation on valedictory session.
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(7) Literary Activities

Literary events encompassing Communication skills/ literature/ poem writing were the cornerstone of Diksharambh-2023. It covered
major literary events viz., comprehension skills, storytelling, English Communication Skills, bi-lingual Self-composed Poem and its recital,
Pictorial based Essay/Story Writing, Elocution, Debate, Storytelling and most importantly impromptu/extempore speech. Capacity
building of students in the literary event equipped them with better communication and debating skills as well as in literature, poem and
story writing/telling etc. In 7 day's literary events, 50% of external and 50% of internal experts took the class for 3-3 days and last day was
reserved for the competition. Evaluation Performa for Debate/Poem/Pictorial based Essay Writing was prepared and standardized. Literary
introductory classes encompassed the nitty-gritty of all the major events & their importance in personality development. In this Big 5
Personality Traits viz., extraversion, agreeableness, openness, conscientiousness, and neuroticism; which all are the benchmark predictors
of lifetime success, taught and discussed in detail, have sharpened the student's skills of critical thinking, writing and communication.

Openness#_ "

Conscientiousness

Agreeableness

The Committee invited Ms. Minati
Chaklanavis who is a DD News anchor,
personality development and soft skills trainer,
academician and author based in Patna, for
delivering key note sessions on soft skills. She
interacted with students on various
components of soft skills at greater length. Her
talk covered the importance of soft skills and the
way these are different from hard skills. At
length, she delivered talk on major soft skills viz.
communication skills, leadership skills, critical
thinking, etiquette, emotional intelligence,
adaptability and creativity. She emphasized that
in the fast-changing World, these skills and
command on them will help the students to
overcome challenges and cultivate patience and
perseverance which are the key to holistic
personality development. She also discussed
the importance of emotional quotient over
intelligence quotient. The students were taught
about Persuasive Communication, Effective
Body Language, and Professional Etiquette for
Career Growth and personality development for
job placements in Government and Private
sector. The importance of appearance, attitude,
mindsets, behaviour and positive traits in job
seeking were also discussed. A practical session
on dining etiquette with appropriate
presentation skills was also organized.

—ﬁ Dr. R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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Pradakshina

v

The successful journey of Deeksharambh
concluded with “Pradakshina”- a valedictory
function on 3rd April 2023 in the gracious presence
of Chief Guest Dr. R.C. Agrawal, the Hon'ble Deputy
Director General (Education), ICAR, New Delhi and
other dignitaries of RPCAU faculties and students.
A brief presentation on learning outcomes of
different activities performed during the month
long Deeksharambh was made by the chairmen of
different committees. Thereafter students were
invited to give their feedback on the different
programmes/activities of Deeksharambh and
learning outcomes. The students univocally said
that this programmes helps us to overcome the
different fears /apprehensions like stage fear, fear
of failure, how to seek and provide help to fellow
students and how to communicate with seniors and
teachers etc. The students expressed their opinion
onfollowing

> To connect and network with students of not

only of our streams but of other streams as AT - 200
well. Foundation Course for UG Suerts . o
» To know the strength and weaknesses of our Wmm :
personality. TS
» To know and connect Agriculture to our I e
culture.

» To realize that learning sources can't be just
books and the internet but also can be through
experiences of different activities as well.

After having the feedback of students and different
committee presentations the chief guest expressed
his satisfaction and appreciation on the learning
outcomes of Deeksharambh.

He congratulated the students and faculties
actively involved in the Deeksharambh programme
and put a lot of admiration and appreciation to the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor, Dr. PS. Pandey for the conceptualization and successful
implementation of the programme. He applauded the efforts and mentioned specially that this university is first among agricultural
universities of the country which implemented this foundation course which is directly connected with NEP-2020.1am extremely happy to
be the part of this excellent programme aimed at the holistic development of students.

In the last leg of programme Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor welcomed the Chief Guest and also addressed the students. The Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor expressed his satisfaction and pleasure over the achievements made in Deeksharambh programme that were amply reflected
in students' feedback. He “said, “this programme of “Pradakshina” is not the concluding function of Deeksharambh but an interphase and
will provide another series of such activities that will teach students a life learning lesson and their holistic all-round development. They
have to respect this university, their parents, their society and be the ambassador for fostering good will in the society and making this
country a great nation”.

Dr. R.P.C.A.U,, Pusa
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Ms Anshika Rail, 7"
semester student of
® College of Agricultural
Engineering and
Technology, RPCAU, Pusa
has secured All india 1st
Rank in GATE-2023. Many
many congratulations to
Ms Anshika Rai and other
CAETachievers

-Ms Komal Kumari

-Mr Rohit Kumar Gupta
-Mr Saket Sinha

-Mr Aditya Kumar

-Mr Gaurav Suman
-MrManish Kumar

-Mr Ashish Kumar

-Mr Aman Verma

-Mr Bhanu Pratap Singh Parmar
=Mr Ravinder Kumar
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Other Major Activities

7th-semester student College of Agricultural Engineering and
Technology, RPCAU, Pusa has secured All India 1st Rank in
GATE-2023. A total of Eleven students from current and
previous batches came under the merit list with good ranks.

It's a result of enabling the academic environment of CAET. &)

Mr. Ved Kumar Sudhanshu and Mr. Yogesh Sahu, 7th semester
B.Tech students, got campus selection in one of the reputed
organizations 'PRADAN’ with a package of Rs 8 Ipa.

Ms Anshika Rai, T
semester student of
College of Agricultural
Engineering and
Technology, RPCAU, Pusa
has secured All India 1st
Rank in GATE-2023. Many
many congratulations to
Ms Anshika Ral and other
CAET achievers

-Ms Komal Kumari

-Mr Rohit Kumar Gupta
-MrSaket Sinha

-Mr Aditya Kumar

-Mr Gaurav Suman

-MrManish Kumar

-Mr Ashish Kumar

-Mr Aman Verma

=Mr Bhanu Pratap Singh Parmar
-Mr Ravinder Kumar
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> Patent granted to College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, RPCAU,
Pusa A Patent on Multi-Crop Seeder has been granted to the College of Agricultural
Engineering and Technology, RPCAU Pusa. The inventors are Dr Subhash Chandra,
Dr. Ambrish Kumar and Mr Abhishek K Ansh.
Scientists from RPCAU, Pusa attended international conference on “Blending
Learning Ecosystem for Higher Education in Agriculture” at NASC complex, New -
Delhiduring 21-23 March, 2023.

> Dr. Abdus Sattar, Associate Professor of Agrometeorology, Centre for Advance
= Studies on Climate Change delivered a lead talk on the topic “Rainfall Climatology

£ 2 and Crop Water Availability over Bihar: Status, Appraisal and Agricultural Impacts” in
=?‘:; = G National Webinar on "Water Resource Management for Sustainable Agriculture”

Ll TPt et ettt organized by Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour and Academy of Natural Resource

Conservation and Management, Lucknow on 22 March, 2023.

» Er. Anupam Amitabh, Asstt. Prof. SRI, Pusa got best Paper award for the research article “Optimization of process variables of
continuous type Ohmic heating for milk pasteurization” in 49th Indian Dairy Industry conference held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat during
16-18 March, 2023.

» Dr. Ambrish Kumar, Dean, CAET, RPCAU delivered a key note lecture on 'Pathway of water productivity in eastern region of India
using innovative technology' in the National Workshop on Agricultural Water Management in Changing Climate organized by ICAR
Research Complex for Eastern Region, Patna on 27 March 2023.

» Dr.S.S. Prasad, Asstt. Prof. Soil Science, TCA, Dholi attended and presented paper in International Conference on Natural Farming
held during 17-19 March 2023 at CAU, Imphal. Dr. Prasad also got 2nd position in oral presentation in Technical Session vii

> A farewell Ceremony of the following university employees who superannuated on 31st March, 2023 was organized in the
gracious presence of Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, RPCAU, Pusa

1. Dr.S.P.Gupta
Professor
College of Agricultural Engineering &Technology

2. ShriPramod Kumar Chaudhary
Skilled Supporting Staff
College of Agricultural Engineering &Technology

3. ShriYogendra Poddar
Skilled Supporting Staff
Tirhut College of Agriculture, Dholi

4. ShriRambalak Mahto
Skilled Supporting Staff
Tirhut College of Agriculture, Dholi

5. ShriRam Pukar Sahni

Skilled Supporting Staff

Cattle Farm
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Dr. R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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